
Jeff Bethke is board chairman of the MPEA, the 
municipal corporation that owns and operates Chicago’s 
McCormick Place convention center.  
 
He is the former Executive Vice President, CFO and 
Treasurer of DePaul University, one of the country’s 
largest private universities, and he is a board member of 
Niagara University in New York and DePaul College Prep 
in Chicago’s Roscoe Village neighborhood.  
 
Jeff is also an ex-officio board member of Choose 
Chicago and Navy Pier, Inc.  
 
In 2019, Financial Executives International named Jeff 
the nation’s “Financial Executive of the Year” in the large, 
not-for-profit category.  

 
In 2020, he founded and launched Ingenuity Advising, an operations and financial consulting 
firm serving higher education clients that are undertaking transformational change. 


